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Mr. Chairman : With a just appreciation of the importance of 
the motion, I shall move, at a proper time, to strike out the first 
section of thib bill. I shall do so because it contains aniong pther 
bbjectibhablcs features, *\ the Wilrmt Proviso?^ ; , 

Sir, an emineiit British statesman, speaking of hini whose por- 
trait hangs on your right, and wbp was emphatipally Jirst In wair^ 
first in peace, and first In the! heairts of his countrymep, said m 
substance, that in all ftitiire time the pMpress of civilization 
be ittarked by the respect in which the S^niory ptW 
held. Of all the etilogiums ever pronounced lipbn the Father of 
his Country, this, to me, seems the noblest tribute to the virtues of 
the sage of Mount .Yempn, And yet we, who should be the fii^t 
to appreciate his character, "and the last tp forget his injiinptions, 
at this 4iay, aye in this homvwheu liot fifty years, hayp^^^^^e^^ 
since his deam, we have seen a party orgamiied ti^oh s^jijtioin^ 
grounds/with ah ex-Eresideht (^Ir. Yan Buren) at its he|d, and 
the grajp^^h pf W^hin^ph's vice President, an4 llie spnj0|f^t^ 
sixtlt President, preSeh^^ to the people of the United States for 
the tivo highest offices lii the gift of the Americiah people. ,S \ 

The great iiiind of : A'taAihg looked hv into thp:fiiture, an4 
knowing that nothing but sectional jealousie could; ever weaken 
or destroy tfcis great Republic, solemnly warned the people aga-ihli 
them. The friend^ of Frep Soilj^they^haye sty^^^ 
endeavoJ-iiig to carry put their views an<i elevate Mr. Van Bufen 
to the Presidency, based his pretensipiis upon three or Mr groiuids, 
each one of which is uhtignable, and as false as the claim of tnat 
party to the liame they bear. I shall proceed briefly tp examine 
them in detail : ' , . , 

1st. It has been said throughout the entire North, arid oftpn m 
erated ttpott tfe fioor, that , Mr. Van Buren was sacrificed in l^^O 
by the slave States, or Jis it is Sometimes said by the sla ve, powe^^ 
Let the facts speak -for th6]hiMveS ; at that election Mr. Van, Bu- 
reri rpceivedonlv about sixty ybtes, and of that ntober fiye-sixths^ 
were from the slaVelibldihg States. Old Virginia, always true to 
her p^rinciples, voted for him in opposition tp Harrison and Tyler, 
both of whom were her native sons, while New Yolrk, Pennsylva- 
nia, and the entire Ndrth and . West, with the exceptipn of New 
Hampshire and IlKiiois, tbeliieve ypfe^ opponent. ; . 

2d. dPhat slavery gives some iraia^nafy political adyahtagps , to 
the Soutiierh or slavefo^ States in the ^Jonfe and 
evideilce £Miducbd;in ^up{>brt^ is, that we <)f|he 

though nUmterically m a iriiiibrity pf some ibrty-eigh^^ 
taking the repi^es&tatipn bh this Jbpr or in the ;eleptor^ 
have^oiib|)bliz^i ain uMtie proportion of the highesi pffibp^^ 
cotudti^ Jpfti iiib Pr^idc^ di)Wn. The a^^ei^ tp tins is p<liiaffi 
simipife iinBri tl^t Sati^tb^y. At J)i!esbAt the slave jpopulaftdri ^ 



the South is represented on this floor by only three-lifihs of their 
numbers; if the slaves weye freed to-morrow, which we could do, 
and not give them any of the political rights, (and we should only 
be following the example of all, or nearly all, of the free States,) 
we would instantly increase our representation nearly two-fifths. 
If we ean manage to secure so many of the best offices with a re- 
presentation of three-fifths, of course, with a full representation of 
Jive-fifths, our chances would be by sg much the more increased. 

3(1; With a charity that looks to the good of their neighbors, 
arid disclaiming any sympathy with the slaves, other gentlemen 
desire to take from us this great sin, which, while it offends them, 
degrades, demoralizes, and degenerates the white race. The an- 
swer to this is found in the continued complaints tliat are made of 
our exerting so m.uch influence and liolding so large a proportion 
of the ofiices,&c. tf we are so fast degenerating, and losing all pur 
wealth and population, Mjw happens it, gentlemen of the North, 
that we of the South haveTield so inany of the distinguished places, 
and, il regards tl\e Presidential olfice, in nearly eyery case by the 
votes of a large majority of the free States. That is the true secret 
/of your i ol^jection to slaven% You see the truth c the fact of our 
citizens having been so often selected to fill thes5e high places, and 
ho other i^pason occurring, you charge it upon slavery, arfd are de- 
termined to exterminate It from the land, I have not time to di- 
gress and point out the causes which have contributed to give to 
Southern statesmen an advantage over yours of the North. I might 
perhaps uffend your sensitive feelings if I^w^ to enumerate thpm all- 
One sj^^tem which you hiave of sending new members to this Hall 
eveiy two years, without experience, without a knowledge of the 
routine of business, the rules of the Houscj has eontributed not a 
little to this result. Why is it that New York and Pennsylvania, 
with some seventy members, does not exercise as iriueh influehce^^^^^ 
the politics of the country as Massachusetts and South Carolina? 
But I have not time 4;o follow out the argument further. 

4th. The hostility to the institutions of the South, and the deter- 
mination to prevent our going with our property into the new Ter- 
ritories, apqidred by the common valor and to be paid for by the 
common treasure, is entertained, because it is urged that it degrades 
the white labor of the North, and the hardy sons of New England will 
not go where the white laborer is reduced to the level of the sliave. 

This is a question of fact,^ I appeal with en- 

tire confidence to any gentleman who ha^j resided in ihe South, to 
say whether with us there are any other distinctions but those of 
color t No, sir ; unquestionably, no. There, sir, the mechanic and 
laborer enjoy the same soda! privileges with their empldyei's, dine 
at his tkbie, go with him, ofieh in the ^ame carriage, to the polls 
or to;^ church. Is it so at the North ? Another gehtlemaai (Mr. 
WiLso??) has found the >3ause of the " fancied superiority of the North 
over the South in the fact that the people of New England are 
early aceustorficd to work, to dt^^ dig, until the body and mind ac- 
quire afgibat superiority over th6 degenerate Southrons. Does the 
gentleman suppose that we of the South do not labor ? let him go to 
any plantation in Louisiana, aiid he will find the master at virprk 
early a,nd late, and during the sugar-making seasori, the masters 
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taking their watch regularly one half of the night to guard against 
iire and to superintend the manufacture of sugar. That gentleman, 
with maiiy otherKS, took a.n occasion to give a iiii»g at Virginia and 
Kentucky, by comparing them with New York and Pennsylvania, 
and deducing thence, that the relative diminished representation 
from those States was attributable entirely to the existence of slave- 
ry in the two former of those States. That argument, if it had any 
force, fell with increased weight upon Massachusetts, a State un- 
surpassed in wealth, intelligence, and all the great elements that 
constitute a State; If any argument can be adduced from a dimi- 
nution of population in any of the States, it is rather one of increasr 
ing wealth. A planner in one of our rich States of the South, with, 
a few hundred of acres of land to cultivate, with,, industry and 
economy, soon finds himself enabled to buy put one, two, or three 
of his nd.^hbors, who, in their turn, with the proceeds of their fer- 
tile farmtss, a^e enabled to purchase in some newer section Of the 
same State, or perhaps in some newer State, thriee Or four times the 
quantity of land they have parted with, and in a short time are 
thus able to give to each one of a large famity the same quantfty 
of land wMch they originally owned. 

I may say^ without the least fear of contradiction, that the bor- 
ders of the Mississippi for one hundred a,nd fifty miles above and 
fi% bolow the city of New Orleans, for fertility of soil and _ca.pa- 
bility of production, are unsiirpa^sed, if equalled by any portion of ^ 
the glbbcy not excepting the delta of the Nile; and yet every year 
the wealthier planters buy out the smaller ones, who with the pro- 
ceeds of an acre or two fronting on that river; are enatbled to get 
principalities in the newer portions of the country. A friend of 
mine, CoL Preston, of South Carolina, on a single plantation, has 
made some two thousand hogsheads of sugar, worth perh£ips„ the 
sum of one hundred thousand^ollars, and as, I believe, he retjuns 
hislj citizenship in South Carolina, there is perhaps not a voter on 
that large tract of land, unless perhaps Ms manager, by two years 
residence in the State and one year in the parish, may have acquired 
that right. A person less good natured than myself might reply to 
the gentleman frona New Hampshire, and others who h^ve used 
this argmnent, that population increased in the barren portions of 
their country, because the inhabitants can never make enough to 
move themselves away. But I forbear to press this point further* 

Sir, in the search after truth, we are frequently* deceived by names, 
and erroneous conclusions are too frequently drawn from a false 
statement of the premises. There is something iii the term of Free 
Soil that commends itself inj^tantly to the feelings of an American. 
I am -for ^rec soil, but not in that mise^rable, narrow, sectionaf sense, 
which naakes California and New Mexico free to the inhabitants 
of every country, of every complexion and religioUj but prohibits 
the people of fifteen of these confederated States, sovereigns them- 
selves, from going there, and carrf ing with tiem what property 
they choose* .One half of this confederacy is to say to the otker, 
these Territories, the common property of the whole, to which the 
South have contributed niore of men in proportion to their Jiopula- 
tion to acquire, and will contribute their full proportion of i^oney 
to piay for, you shall tiot go there, unless, now^ beforehand, you will 
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say that our laws shall go with you, oujp institutions shall forever 
prevail ; and should the entire country he populated by the South, 
and not a single Northern man be foukd there, that you shall never 
alter or modify the great fundamental law which we think proper 
to impose upon you. - 

Now, sir, it is stated very generally that the issue between us is 
that the South desire to carry slaver}*" to the new Territories, and 
that the people of the North desire to prevent it. This is not the 
con'ect statement of the question. If the South did desire to force 
slavery on the future inhabitants of that territovy, 7iolens volenSf it 
could not hate the sanction of my voice or yote. I haVe proved 
the sincerity of this Opinion on the admission of Texas iiito this 
Union. It was thought necessaiy to accomplish that, to have the 
vote of a gentleman from Tennessee in the other branch of this 
Congress, that gentlc/m an expressed himself favorable to the mea- 
sure, provided the slaveipy question could biB settled by the bilL I 
told that gentleinan, at^ I tell you now', that it is ii^consistent with 
the great principles of republican liberty to force any system of 
laWs upon a people, land that the people of Louisiana, equally inte- 
rested in this question, did not desire it, nor woiild not insist upon 
it. Alf that we ask is, that the people who go there shall have the 
right to make such laws as they please. Is this seeking to carry 
slavery there ? ^!Vhy, when we agree to let the people of the l^erri- 

* tories settle this question, can any man, who does not wilfully shut 
his eyes to the truths doubt what %yill be the result t One hundred 
has g0rie from the free States, to ten frorii the slave States at least, 
and it is thought that both in New Mexico and California, the peo- 
ple have already settled this question against us. If this be so, say 
these gentlemen, then why object to this proviso. Because, thbugn 
the chances are as 999 to 1 against us, I will not give up that single 
chance, because it involves a right, arid the taking if aw«ay ptits an 
indignity upon us, and makes us the inferiors of the North, a propo- 

osition T will never submit to m;^self, n6r subject the people I repre- 
sent to any implied submission by aiiy act of mine. TMs .Wilrnot 
jjroviso has not been fairly and sufficiently discuss^ I differ from' 
many of jny friends ill the opinion that the South should riever per^ 
mit 'a;hy allu^iotf to this question. If in this age of free inquiry, our 
rights are guaranteed to us by the Constitution, and catihot stand 
the test of reason and ex^niinatibn, there is no safety from the fa- 
naticism of the day but in resistance, 

Ilithertb the North has hiad greatly the advantage by freely dis- 
cussing thisortiatter ht home and here, stating the question in a man- 
ner to suit their own J>ectrl\ar views, while we, relyihg upon the 
justice of our position and the compromises of ^ the Constitution, 
have suffered a morbid kind of public opinion to be manufactured 
almost unanimously at the North and West, and even in the South 
a species of indifference is sometimes inferred from our aj^atliy 0^^ 
this vital topic. * , ^ 

Jfuch reliance is placed on the fact that a Southern statesma^^^ 
(Mr. Jefferson) drew the celebrated ordinance of '87, the great orir 
ginal proviso. Is it generouSj is it fair to turn the liberality of the 
great niotherof St^ites as.^ellas of 'statesiiien^ against her who gave 
you the territory for five or six Of the largest States freely, and only 



requii!scl that fugitive slaves should be surrendered up to their own- 
ers ? You take the territory but refui^e to compjy with the conditions. 
You make it a felony to aid or assist, the United States marshal ii^ 
his endeavor to take the property of a Southern gentleman in some 
of your Stat.es, knowing that the Constitution is imperative and 
above all your acts, and has been repeatedly so decided by Northern 
judges on the supreme bench. 

■^us much for a law-abiding people. But if the representatives 
of the South meet, and in a calm and dispassionate manner tell our 
people the truth, you call ass disiinionist s. Is there a word in the Southr 
em address about dissolving tbCcUnion ? No, sir, we have told our 
people of the agi;-<rcssimis on their rights, not only in this Hail, that 
are daily occuring, but of the enactments in spme of the States, and 
we tell them the remedy is in their hands. If they choose quietly 
to submit, it is their business, n^t mine. My constituents^ shall 
never have it in their power to say — 

I w»B the joggling friend that never apok© before. 
But cried, I warned you, v?hcn the deed woe o'er." 

1 believe that when this question is fairly and fully presented to 
the American people, there is still. virtue and patriotism left to do 
us right and save the 5<^^ntry. The North has taken a position^ 
and I desife to see what the legislatures of the fifteen Southern 
States will dp ; and when they are brought up fairly front to fronts 
it will then be seen whether tliere is any middle ground of compro" 
mise t then true patriots will rise up from the North and the South, 
and if we are wrong, great and good raeft will show us why and 
wherein,. tliey - will do at th^ 

Men Avill never be brought to act under a just responsibility un- 
til all the consequences are before them ; I venture to say that the 
Oregon question never woul?l have been settled but for the passage 
of the twelve months' notice. Then diplomatists apid statesmen 
looked the matter serioiJisly in the face, and when it was certain 
that collision would ensue if some amicable determination Was 
not made of the qtiestion, the questioK was settled fairly and hon- 
orably, and that settlement has been approved of and acquiesced 
in by the country. 

I say that I have an abiding confidence in the good sense of our 
people North, South, East, and West. 1 am confirmed in this by 
the recent vote in the Presidential election, notwithstanding the 
prestige which surrounded the free soil candidate for the Presiden- 
cy ; in spite of his talents, which are^f no ordinary eharacter, to 
the eternal honor of the American peoplej. he did riot receive one 
soUtartj electoral c vote £oT the Presidency* I commend to some of 
his near friends who charged General Cass with distracting the 
Democratic party, the propriety of doing what was urged upon the 
Democratic* candidate to do, to collect some evidence that he had 
been a candidate for the P'-esidency-r-no record existing of the fact 
of Martin Vai? Buren*s having been a cahdidate in '48, It Would 
be well for the friends and admirers of that gentleman to get some 
of the jyittle oral testiniony that may yet be foundy to establish the 
fact, as a curious (though, perhaps, unimportant) one in the history 
of political parties in the vhited States. 

A gentlema,n from Ohio, (Mr. Root,) universally known for his 



Tarbanity in and out of this House, took occasion to reply td that 
part of the eloquent speech of the gentleman from Virginia^ (Gov. 
MdDowBLt,) in which he alluded jo beautifully to the ancestor^ of 
the people of the North and the jSouth as the Cavaliers and Kooiid 
Heads, and with more of ingenuity than fairness, endeavored so to 
warp the allusion, as to wish to impress upon the people of the 
North, that the argument of the gentlemen from Virginia was, that 
because the puritans were accustomed to self-denial they must 
yield id the arrogat^t pretensions of , the South. This atteicnpt t<i 
prevent the beautiful- allusion of the gentleman from Virginia ta 
raise sectional jealousies, wiets uiibeconting and inconsi'^tent with 
the usual fairness of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Root.) 

Upon the det^ate on this vexed question, there has been already 
too much of crimination an^ recrimination. Most of the gentle- 
men from the North Avho sp^ak on this subject, when warmed by 
their hostility to the institution of slavery at the South, conceiving 
some imaginary superiority over the goo3 people of the ^outh^ are 
apt to praw comparisons, wTiich are said by all right thinking men/ 
to be odious. If the fact were so, it woulii be a legitimate argu- 
ment as well against the existence as the extension of slavery. It 
has no foundation in truth, and only can be found in a- heated sand 
distempered imagination. In all that gives dignity to man, and dis- 
tinctipn arnong his cdtemporaries, and a great name that will sur- 
vive him, for every one inhabiting the North, as proud a name can 
be fotihd among the Ions of thfe sunny South ; and without iiiention- 
ihg any of theT long array 6f undying names, in science, in letters, 
in statesmanship and diplomacy, the three individuals who, in the 
three w^ars of our country, have shown as muclt of the Roman 
wirf«* as any men living: or dead, were ail men born, educated, and 
who spent thteir entire lives, among a slaveholding community, and 
were slaveholders themselves, the heroes of the three wars, Wash- 
ington, Jackson, ^nd Taylor. 

Mr. Chairman, when in the ardor of debate gentlemen from the 
fJouth utter sentiments, which, by the by, I approve of in my seri- 
ous moments, that they prefer disiihionto dishonor— that this Union 
is only valuable when the ends for which it was framed are truly 
carried ont — ^when instead of being a shield for pijotectmn- it be- 
comes» a sword td wound, gentlemen rise and pray for its perpetuity 
as though it possessessed some cabalistic influence to secure " life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." When the kindly feelings 
and the enjoyments of equal rights are no longer to be found ema- 
nating the hcsirtsi of the people, your Union is a rope of sand, 1 say 
Virith the -French, lijbleny, eqtiaU^^ 

I shall make no boast of my love for this Union ; my ancestors 
have been planted Jiere foi" more than two hundred years. I caa 
and do appreciate the immen^ superiority of our country by a 
comparison Mth others, I feel that to be able to smr, l am kn 
American citizen, is a prouder boast, and throws around one niore 
of honor and of safety than the claim to be a Roman citizen ever 
could confer when Rome was the proud mistress of the world. 
And I s^y with sincerity, that the union of these free, equal, and 
confederated, States may be perpetual, is the second wish of my 
heart— the first is, that tihe States may forever continue free and 
equal. 



